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CLAIMS 

1 . A graphical user interface comprising: 
a tabular display; and 

a tabular database, a user can access information from the tabular database, the tabular 
5 database is configured to store data relating to a vehicle system/group category table, a 

vehicle part category table, and a unique vehicle part identifier table, wherein the vehicle part 
category table is linked to the vehicle system/group category table and the unique vehicle part 
identifier table is linked to the vehicle part category table, and wherein data for a prescribed 
p part corresponding to the vehicle system/group category table, the vehicle part category table, 

s 

yj 10 and the unique vehicle part identifier table is displayed within the tabular display along a 

01 

f ~ single row. 



b 

Li. 
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2. The graphical user interface of claim 1, wherein the tabular database further 
comprises a parts description table. 

3. The graphical user interface of claim 1, wherein the tabular database further 
comprises an original equipment manufacturer (OEM) number table. 



4. The graphical user interface of claim 1, wherein the tabular database further 
20 comprises a status field table. 
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5. The graphical user interface of claim 1, wherein the tabular database further 
comprises an indicator table. 

6. The graphical user interface of claim 1, wherein the tabular database further 
5 comprises an industry reference number table. 

7. The graphical user interface of claim 1, wherein the tabular database further 
comprises an interchangeability table. 

b 

C3 

01 10 8. The graphical user interface of claim 1, wherein the tabular database further 

U ' ' 

hk comprises a part description table. 

CJ 9. The graphical user interface of claim 1 , further comprising a billboard portion 

H wherein a user of the graphical user interface can access a web site of the producer of the 

15 part.. 



10. The graphical user interface of claim 1, wherein the tabular database is located in the 
user's computer. 



20 



1 1 . The graphical user interface of claim 1, wherein the data for the tabular database is 
stored in a CD-ROM for use in the user's computer. 
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12. The graphical user interface of claim 1, wherein the tabular database is located in a 
network to which the user's computer is connected. 

13. The graphical user interface of claim 12, wherein the network is the Intemet. 

14. The graphical user interface of claim 1, further comprising a vehicle pictorial display 
that displays the vehicle relating to the tabular database. 

15. The graphical user interface of claim 14, further comprising a vehicle selection 
portion that selects the vehicle being displayed in the vehicle display. 

16. The graphical user interface of claim 15, wherein the contents of the tabular database 
changes accordingly as a user selects a different vehicle to display in the vehicle display 
using the vehicle selection portion 

17. A data structure configured to store data, the data structure comprising: 
a tabular database, the tabular database including: 

a vehicle system/group category table, 
a vehicle part category table, and 
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a unique vehicle part identifier table, wherein the vehicle part category table is 
linked to the vehicle system/group category table and the unique vehicle part 
identifier table is linked to the vehicle part category table. 

1 8. The data structure of claim 1 7, wherein the tabular database further comprises a part 
description table. 

1 9. The data structure of claim 17, wherein the tabular database further comprises a 
original equipment manufacturer (OEM) table. 

20. The data structure of claim 17, wherein the tabular database further comprises a status 
field table. 

21 . The data structure of claim 17, wherein the tabular database further comprises an 
indicator table. 



22. The data structure of claim 17, wherein the tabular database further comprises an 
industry reference number table. 



23. The data structure of claim 17, wherein the tabular database fiirther comprises an 
interchangeability table. 
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24. The data structure of claim 17, wherein the tabular database further comprises a part 
description table. 

25. The data structure of claim 17, further comprising a billboard portion wherein a user 
can access a web site of the producer of the part. 

26. The data structure of claim 17, wherein the tabular database is located in the users 
computer. 

27. The data structure of claim 1 7, wherein the data for the tabular database is stored in a 
CD-ROM included for use in the user's computer. 

28. The data structure of claim 17, wherein the tabular database is located in a network to 
which the user's computer is connected. 

29. The data structure of claim 28, wherein the network is the Internet. 

30. The data structure of claim 17, further comprising a vehicle pictorial display that 
displays the vehicle relating to the tabular database. 
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31 . The data structure of claim 30, further comprising a vehicle selection portion that 
selects the vehicle being displayed in the vehicle display. 



32. The data structure of claim 31, wherein the contents of the tabular database change 
5 accordingly as a user selects a different vehicle to display in the vehicle display using the 

vehicle selection portion. 

33. A method of building a catalog database configured to store catalog data, the method 

fast. 

ri comprising: 

10 creating the catalog database, the catalog database comprising a vehicle system/group 



category table, a vehicle part category table, and a unique vehicle part identifier table, 
wherein the vehicle part category table is linked to the vehicle system/group category table 



Li. 
n 5 

B 

pas; 
fl 

^"l and the unique vehicle part identifier table is linked to the vehicle part category table; 

P 

ranking the reliability of data from each one of the plurality of catalogs; 

1 5 determining where there is an inconsistency from different ones of the plurality of 

catalogs in the vehicle system/group category table; 

inputting data from the plurality of catalogs into the vehicle system/group category 
table; and 

discarding that data originating from one of the plurality of catalog with a relatively 
20 low reliability that is inconsistent with other data from another one of the plurality of catalog 
with a relatively high reliability. 
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34. The method of building a database as set forth in claim 33, further comprising 
allowing a human operator to select one from the plurality of inconsistent catalogs in the 
vehicle system/group category table to input. 



5 35. A method of determining the identity of authentic vehicle parts for a target vehicle 
using a catalog database comprising: 

establishing the fields for the catalog database, the catalog database comprising a 
vehicle system/group category table and a unique vehicle part identifier table, wherein the 

G3 

C3 unique vehicle part identifier table is linked to the vehicle system/group category table; 

yj 

-pi, 10 querying the vehicle system and/or group to obtain a list of vehicle parts included in 

Li. 

s ■ . • ^ 

pj that vehicle system and/or group; and 

u 

storing the list of vehicle parts in the catalog database in response to query. 

^4 



36. The method of claim 35, wherein substantially all of the vehicle parts are included in 
1 5 the catalog database. 



37. The method of claim 36, wherein reverse engineering the parts of the target vehicle is 
allowed. 



20 38. The method of claim 35, wherein the querying the vehicle system and/or group 
includes obtaining a list of supercede vehicle parts and superseding vehicle parts. 
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39. The method of claim 38, wherein the list of vehicle parts in the catalog database 
includes storing the list of superseding vehicle parts and discarding the list of superceded 
vehicle parts. 



40. A database that describes the identity of authentic vehicle parts for a vehicle parts 
monitoring system, the database comprising: 

a first column that includes a vehicle system/group category description; 

a second column that includes a part description as described by the original part 
manufacturer; and 

a third field that describes a unique vehicle part identifier table part/detailed 
description column that more distinctly describes the part description than the part 
description. 



